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The second Para or Juz of the Quran is
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which have only 1 Surah that is Surah
Al-Bagarah 2 (Ayat 142-252) Total No. of
Ayat in this para (111)
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Highlights of Para 2 (Part two of)
Holy Quran

The Quran was revealed in Ramadhan and
the first occurrence of the word “Qur'an”
mentioned in the Mushaf is the Ayat of
‘. Ramadhan  (2:185) (“Ramadhan” only .
q appears once in the Quran). Rules and G
regulations  concerning  Hajj, Marriage,
Divorce, Suckling etc Allah emphasizes the
importance of Taqwa. The story of Goliath
and a powerful nation toppled not by sheer
numbers or might but through faith, patience
and constancy.

The change of Qiblah and the response of the
hypocrites and fools. Those who have
knowledge know that this is the true Qiblah of
all the Prophets. Believers will be tried but
they should be firm and steadfast and must
3 face the trials with patience and prayers. e
1

Allah’s signs and His bounties are
everywhere. The polytheists and idolaters
are misplacing their loyalties. Believers
should eat good and permissible food and
should never follow the steps of the devil. The
true piety and righteousness. Some rules
related to the punishment of murderers. The
rules of bequests.
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Fasting and Ramadan: the objective of fasting
and some rules. Rules of Hajj, fighting those
who expelled Muslims from their homes.
Appreciate God’s bounties. All human beings
were originally one community. Divisions
came later. Be generous and defend your
¥ self and your faith. Some important questions
x answered: War in the sacred months, wine .
q and gambling, charity, orphans’ money, G
divorced women and their situation. The laws
of divorce and rules on the remarriage of the
divorced women or the widowers.

Fighting in the cause of God: Israelites. Under
the leadership of Prophet David the victory
came over the forces of Goliath.

Surah Bakra Ayat#177 is called as “Ayat-ul-
Bar” which describes religion, prayers, social,
ethical and moral values which is further
described in detail in the following chapters
called “Abwab-ul-Bar”. Pursuit of Safa and
3 Marwa, The sanctity of dead, blood, flesh of e
1

pork and non-believers , Retribution,
Testament, Fasting, Aitaqaf, History of Moon,
Forbidden earning, Jihad (War), Hajj,
Consensus, in the name of Allah, Migration,
Drinking wine and gambling, Marrying
idolaters, Menstruation, Divorce, Iddat,
Breastfeeding, Mahr in the marriage, Halala
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Story of Plague:
Few people got infected from plague, due to
fear of death two of the men fled away from
that place to another city but Allah ordered
two angels to give them death just to make
humans aware that nobody can escape
death. After some time a prophet made a dua
and He revived those two men from death. . €

Story of Taloot:

Due to Allah’s will the army of Taloot despite
being lesser in number defeated the army of
Jaloot.
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2:142 The foolish among people will say:
'What has made them turn away from
their giblah'?' Say: "The east and the
west are Allah's. He guides whom He
will to the right path.’
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2:143 And thus We have made you a just
nation, so that you may testify against
mankind and that your own Apostle
may testify against you. We decreed
your former giblah only in order that

Part-2
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We might know the Apostle's true
adherents and those who were to
disown him. It was indeed a hard test,
but not to those whom Allah guided.
He was not to make your faith fruitless.
He is Compassionate and Merciful to
men.
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2:144 Indeed, We see you look repeatedly
towards heaven. We will make you turn
towards a qiblah that will please you.
So turn your face towards the Sacred
Mosque; wherever you are, turn your
faces to it. Those to whom the Book
was given know this to be the truth
from their Lord. Allah is watching over
all their actions.

Part-2
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2:145 But even if you gave those to whom
the Book had been given every proof,
they would not accept your qgiblah, nor
would you accept theirs; nor would any
of them accept the qgiblah of the other.
If after all the knowledge you have
been given you yield to their desires,
then you will surely become an evil--
doer.
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2:146 Those to whom We gave the Book
know him as they know their own sons.

But some of them deliberately conceal
the truth.
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2:147 The truth is from your Lord: therefore
never doubt it.
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2:148 Each one has a goal towards which he
turns. So emulate one another in good
works. And wherever you be, Allah will
bring you all before Him. He has power
over all things.

1. The direction the Muslim faces in
prayer. At first the believers were
ordered to turn towards Jerusalem,
afterwards to Makkah.
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) 2:149 Whichever way you depart, face €
towards the Sacred Mosque. This is
surely the truth from your Lord. Allah is
never heedless of what you do.
Whichever way you depart, face
towards the Sacred Mosque: and
wherever you are, face towards it, so
that men will have no plea against you,
except the evil-
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2:150 doers among them. Have no fear of
them; fear Me, so that | may perfect My
favour to you and that you may be
rightly guided.
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) 2:151 Indeed We have sent forth to you an €
apostle of your own people who will
recite to you Our revelations and purify
you of sin, who will instruct you in the
Book and in wisdom and teach you
that of which you have no knowledge.
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2:152 Remember Me, then, and | will
remember you. Give thanks to Me and
never deny Me.
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O Dbelievers, seek assistance in
patience and prayer. Allah is with those
that are patient.
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2:154 Do not say that those who are slain in

‘. the cause of Allah are dead, they are
’ alive, although you are not aware of G
them.
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2:155 We shall test you with some fear and
hunger, with loss of life and property
and crops. Give good news to the
patient,
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2:156 who in adversity say: 'We belong to
Allah, and to Him we shall return.’
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2:157 On such men will be Allah's blessing
and mercy, such men are rightly
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2:158 Safa and Marwal are beacons of Allah.
It shall be no offence for the pilgrim or
the visitor to the Sacred House to walk
around them. He that does good of his
own accord shall be rewarded by Allah.
Allah is Rewarding and Knowing.
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2:159 Those that hide the clear proofs and

the guidance We have revealed after
We have proclaimed them in the Book,
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shall be cursed by Allah and shall be
cursed by the cursors;
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2:160 except those that repent and mend
their ways and make known the truth.

Towards them shall relent. | am, the
Relenting One, the Merciful.
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2:161 The infidels who die unbelievers shall
incur the curse of Allah, the angels,
and all people.
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2:162 Under it they shall remain forever; their
punishment shall not be lightened, nor
shall they be given respite.
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2:163 Your God is one God. There is no god
but Him. He is the Compassionate, the

\J
) Merciful, €
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3 2:164 In the creation of the heavens and the 6
4

. earth; in the alternation of night and .
day; in the ships that sail the ocean
with what is beneficial to man; in the
water which Allah sends down from the
sky and with which He revives the
earth after its death, dispersing over it
all manner of Dbeasts; in the
movements of the winds, and in the
clouds that are driven between earth
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and sky: surely in these there are signs
for people who understand.
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2:165 Yet there are some who worship other
objects besides Allah, bestowing on
them the adoration due to Allah, and
the love of Allah is stronger in the
faithful. But if they face their
punishment, the wrongdoers will know
that might is His alone and that Allah is
stern in retribution.
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2:166 Seeing the punishment, the leaders will
disown their followers, and the bonds
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which now unite them will break
asunder.
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2:167 Those who followed them will say:
'Could we but live again, we would
disown them as they have now
disowned us." Thus Allah will show
them their own works as source of
regret to them, and they shall never
come out of the fire.

a1 8 L 15K A G

3. \Cuw\ el shd e Vsl Yola £
A s 336 &

2:168 Men, eat of what is lawful and
wholesome on the earth and do not
walk in Satan's footsteps, for he is your
sworn enemy.
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2:169 He enjoins you to commit evil and

'\. indecency and to assert about Allah
9 what you do not know. €
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2:170 When it is said to them: 'Follow what
Allah has revealed, they reply: 'We will
follow that wherein we found our
fathers, even though their fathers were
senseless men lacking in guidance.

1. Two hills in Makkah.
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" 2:171 The unbelievers are like that whom G

one calls, but hears nothing except a
shout and a cry. Deaf, dumb, and
blind, they understand nothing.
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2:172 O believers, eat of the wholesome
things with which we have provided
you and give thanks to Allah, if it is He
whom you worship.
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2:173 He has forbidden you carrion, blood,
and the flesh of swine; also any flesh

Part-2



[19]

that is consecrated other than in the
name of Allah. But whoever is
constrained to eat any of these, not
intending to sin or transgress, incurs
no guilt. Allah is Forgiving and Merciful.
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2:174 Those that supress any part of the
Book Allah has revealed in order to
gain a small price shall swallow
nothing but fire into their bellies. On the
Day of Resurrection, Allah will neither

speak to them nor purify them. Theirs
shall be a woeful punishment.
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2:175 Such are those that buy error with
guidance, and torture with forgiveness.
How steadfastly they seek the Fire!
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2:176 That is because Allah has revealed the

Book with the truth; those that disagree
about it are in extreme schism.
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2:177 Righteousness does not consist in
whether you face towards the east or
the west. The righteous man is he who
believes in Allah and the Last Day, in
the angels and the Book and the
prophets; who for the love of Allah
gives his wealth to his kinsfolk, to the

Part-2
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orphans, to the needy, to the wayfarers
and to the beggars, and for the
redemption of captives; who attends to
his prayers and pays the alms-tax; who
is true to his promises and steadfast in
trial and adversity and in times of war.
Such are the true believers; such are
the God-fearing.
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2:178 O believers, retaliation is decreed for
you in bloodshed: a free man for a free
man, a slave for a slave, and a female
for a female. He who is pardoned by
his aggrieved brother shall be
prosecuted according to usage and
shall pay him a liberal' fine. This is an
alleviation from your Lord and mercy.
He that transgresses thereafter shall
have stern punishment.
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2:179 In retaliation you have a safeguard for

\ your lives O men of understanding.
" Perchance you will guard yourselves G
against evil.
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2:180 It is decreed that when death
approaches, those of you that leave
wealth shall bequeath it equitably to
parents and kindred. This is a duty
incumbent on the righteous.
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2:181 He that alters that the will after hearing
it shall be accountable for his crime.
Allah is Hearing and Knowing.
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2:182 He that suspects an error or an
\ injustice on the part of a testator and
9' brings about a settlement among the €
parties incurs no guilt. Allah is
Forgiving and Merciful.
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2:183 O believers, fasting is decreed for you
as it was 2:183 decreed for those
before you; perchance you will guard
yourselves against evil. Fast a certain
number of days, but
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2:184 if any one of you is ill or on a journey
let him fast a similar number of days
later on; and for those that find it
extremely difficult to fast, there is
ransom: the feeding of a poor man. He
that does good of his own account
shall be well rewarded; but to fast is
better for you, if you but knew it.
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2:185 The month of Ramadhan is the month
in which the Quran was revealed, a
book of guidance with proofs of
guidance distinguishing right from
wrong. Therefore, whoever of you is
well in that month, let him fast. But he
who is ill or on a journey shall fast a
similar number of days later on. Allah
desires your well-being, not your
discomfort. He desires you to fast the e
whole month so that you may magnify

Him for giving you His guidance, and
that you may give thanks.
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) 2:186 When My servants question you about €
Me, tell them that | am near. | answer
the prayer of the suppliant when he
calls to Me; therefore, let them answer
My call and put their trust in Me, that
they may be rightly guided.
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2:187 It is now lawful for you to lie W|th your
wives on the night of the fast; they are
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an apparel to you, as you are an
apparel to them. Allah knew that you
were deceiving yourselves. He has
relented towards you and pardoned
you. Therefore, you may now lie with
them and seek what Allah has
ordained for you. Eat and drink until G
you can tell a white thread from a black
one in the light of the coming dawn.
Then resume the fast till nightfall and
do not approach them while you take
to your mosques. These are the
bounds set by Allah: do not come near
them. Thus He makes known His
revelations to mankind that they may
guard themselves against evil.
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2:188 Do not usurp one another's property by
unjust means, nor bribe with it the
judges in order that you may knowingly
and wrongfully deprive others of a part
of their possessions.
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2:189 They question you about the new
moons. Say: 'They are times fixed for
mankind and for the pilgrimage.
Righteousness does not consist in
entering your dwellings from the back.
The righteous man is he that fears
Allah. Enter your dwellings by their
doors and fear Allah, so that you may
prosper.
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2:190 Fight for the sake of Allah those that
fight against you, but do not be
aggressive. Allah does not love the
aggressors.
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2:191 Kill them wherever you find them. Drive
them out of the places from which they
drove you. Idolatry is worse than
carnage. But do not fight them within
the precincts of the Sacred Mosque
unless they attack you there; if they
attack you put them to the sword. Thus
shall the unbelievers be rewarded.
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2:192 but if they desist, know that Allah is
5- Forgiving and Merciful. e
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) 2:193 Fight against them until idolatry is no €
more, and Allah's religion reigns
supreme. But if they desist, fight none
except the evil-doers.
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2:194 A sacred month for a sacred month:
sacred things too are subject to
retaliation. If any one attacks you,
attack him as he attacked you. Have e
fear of Allah, and know that Allah is
with the righteous.
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9‘ 2:195 Give for the cause of Allah and do not G
with your own hands cast yourselves
into destruction. Be charitable: Allah
loves the charitable.
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2:196 Make the pilgrimage and visit the
Sacred House for Allah's sake. If you
are prevented, send such offerings as
you can afford and do not shave your
heads until the offerings have reached
their destination. But if any of you is ill
or suffers from an ailment of the head,
he must pay a ransom either by fasting
or by alms-giving or by offering a
sacrifice. If in peacetime anyone of you
combines the visit with the pilgrimage,
he must offer such gifts as he can
afford; Ur but if he lacks the means, let
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him fast three days during the
pilgrimage and seven when he has
returned; that is, ten days in all. That is
incumbent on him whose family are not
present at the Holy Mosque. Have fear
of Allah and know that He is stern in
retribution. G
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2:197 Pilgrimage is (in) the appointed
months. He that intends to perform it in
those months must abstain from sexual
intercourse, obscene language, and
acrimonious  disputes  while on e
pilgrimage. Allah is aware of whatever
good you do. Provide yourselves well:
the best provision is piety. Fear Me,
then, you that are endowed with
understanding.
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2:198 It shall be no offence for you to seek
the bounty of your Lord. When you
comerunning from Arafat, remember
Allah as you approach the sacred
monument. Remember Him that gave
you guidance though before that you
were in error.
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2:199 Then go out from the place whence the
pilgrims will go out and implore the
forgiveness of Allah. He is Forgiving e
and Merciful.
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2:200 And when you have fulfiled your
sacred duties, remember Allah as you
remember your forefathers or with
deeper reverence. There are some
who say: 'Lord, give us good in this
world. These shall have no share in the
Hereafter.
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2:201 But there are others who say: 'Lord,

give us what is good both in this world
and in the next and keep us from the e
fire of Hell.'
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2:202 These shall have a share of what they
have earned. Swift is the reckoning of

\$
) Allah. ‘€
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2:203 And give glory to Allah on the
appointed days. He that departs on the
second day incurs no sin, nor does he
who stays longer, if he truly fears Allah.
Have fear of Allah, then, and know that
you shall all be gathered before Him.
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2:204 There are some men whose views on
this life please you: they even call on
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Allah to vouch for that which is in their
hearts; whereas, in fact, they are the
deadliest of your opponents.
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2:205 No sooner do they leave you than they
hasten to commit evil in the land,
destroying crops and cattle. Allah does
not love evil.
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2:206 When it is said to them: 'Have fear of
5- Allah," vanity carries them off to sin. e
Hell shall be enough for them, a dismal
resting-place.

Part-2



[38]

s _ 2z

c\.;;;\m@):iégzwm\ (s
Jaally e 5 4005500 cin e

2:207 But there are others who would give

\ away their lives in order to find favour
'-" with Allah. Allah is compassionate to '€
His servants.
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2:208 O believers, submit all of you to Allah
and do not walk in Satan's footsteps;
he is your sworn enemy.
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2:209 If you lapse back after the clear signs
that have been shown to you, know
that Allah is Mighty and Wise.
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2:210 Are they waiting for Allah to come
down to them in the shadow of a cloud,
with all the angels? Their fate will have
been settled then. To Allah shall all
things return.
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2:211 Ask the Children of Israel how many
clear signs We have given them. He
that tampers with the boon of Allah
after it has been bestowed on him shall
be severely punished. Allah is stern in
retribution.
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2:212 For the unbelievers, the life of this
world is decked with all manner of
temptations. They scoff at the faithful,
but those that fear Allah shall be above
them on the Day of Resurrection. Allah
gives without measure to whom He
will.
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2:213 Mankind were once one nation. Then
Allah sent forth prophets to give them
good news and to warn them; and with

Part-2



[41]

these He sent down the Book with the
truth, that it might judge the disputes of
men. None disputed it save those to
whom it was given after clear
arguments had come to them, and that
was through envy of one another. So
Allah guided by His will those who
believed in the truth which had been
disputed. Allah guides whom He will to
the right path.
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2:214 Did you suppose that you would go to
Paradise untouched by the suffering)
which was endured by those before
you? Affliction and adversity befell
them; and so battered were they that
each apostle, and those who shared
his faith, cried out: "When will the help
of Allah come? ' His help is ever near.

Part-2




[42]

"Al-Bagara"

Sl L JB=E e 10k ol ilg
A5 uuﬁ‘ib CRGE R G
5 ﬁw\fmiz’uj Julall (315 Sl 5

2:215 They will ask you about alms-giving.
Say: "Whatever you bestow in charity
must go to your parents and to your
kinsfolk, to the orphan and to the poor
man and to the wayfarer. Allah is
aware of whatever good you do.
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. 2:216 Fighting is obligatory for you, much as
i you dislike it. But you may hate a thing
although it is good for you, and love a
thing although it is bad for you. Allah
knows, but you do not.
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2:217 They ask you about the sacred month.
Say: 'To fight in this month is a grave
offence; but to debar others from the
path of Allah, to deny Him, and to
expel His worshippers from the Holy
Mosque, is far more grave in His sight.
Idolatry is worse than carnage.' They e
will not cease to fight against you until
they force you to renounce your faith-if
they are able. But whoever of you
recants and dies an unbeliever, his
works shall come to nothing in this
world and in the world to come. Such
men shall be the people of Hell, and
there they shall abide forever.
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) 2:218 Those that have embraced the faith €
and those that have left their land and
fought for the cause of Allah, may hope
for Allah's mercy. Allah is Forgiving
and Merciful.
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2:219 They ask you about drinking and
gambling. Say: “There is great sin in
both, although they have some benefit 6
for men; but their sin is far greater than
their benefit.' They ask you what they
should spend. Say: "What you can
spare.' Thus Allah makes plain to you
His revelations, so that you may reflect
upon this world and the Hereafter.
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2:220 They question you concerning
orphans. Say: "To deal justly with them
is best. If you mix their affairs with
yours, remember they are your
brothers. Allah knows the just from the
unjust. If Allah pleased, He could afflict
you. He is Mighty and Wise.
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2:221 You shall not wed idolatresses, unless
they embrace the faith. A believing
slave-girl is better than an idolatress,
although she may please you. Nor
shall you wed idolaters, unless they
embrace the faith. A believing slave is
better than an idolater, although he
may please you. These call to the Fire;
but Allah calls you, by His will, to
Paradise and to forgiveness. He
makes plain His revelations to
mankind, so that they may be mindful.
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2:222 They ask you about menstruation. Say:
'It is an indisposition. Keep aloof from
women during their menstrual periods
and do not touch them until they are
clean again. Then have intercourse
with them as Allah enjoined you. Allah
loves those that turn to Him in
repentance and purify themselves.'
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2:223 Women are your fields: go, then, into
your fields as you please. Do good
works and fear Allah. Bear in mind that
you shall meet Him. Give good news to
the believers.
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) 2:224 Do not make Allah in your oaths when €
you swear a hindrance to your doing
good and fearing Allah and making

peace among men. Allah is Hearing
and Knowing.
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2:225 He will not call you to account for that

which is vain in your oaths. But He will

take you to task for that which is

intended in your hearts. Allah is
3- Forgiving and Merciful. e
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2:226 Those who swear not to go into their
wives must wait four months. If they
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change their mind, Allah is Forgiving
and Merciful;
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2:227 but if they decide to divorce them,
know that He hears all and knows all.
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2:228 Divorced women must wait, keeping
themselves from men, three menstrual
courses. It is unlawful for them, if they
believe in Allah and the Last Day, to
hide what He has created in their
wombs: in which case their husbands

would do well to take them back,
should they desire reconciliation.
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Women shall with justice have rights
similar to those exercised against
them, although men have a status
above women. Allah is Mighty and
Wise.
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2:229 Divorce may be pronounced twice, and
then a woman must be retained in
honour or allowed to go with kindness.
It is unlawful for husbands to take from £
them anything they have given them,
unless both fear that they may not be
able to keep within the bounds set by
Allah; in which case it shall be no
offence for either of them if the wife
ransom herself. These are the bounds
set by Allah; do not transgress them.
Those that transgress the bounds of
Allah are wrongdoers.
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2:230 If a man divorces his wife, he cannot
remarry her until she has wedded
another man and been divorced by
him; in which case it shall be no
offence for either of them to return to
the other, if they think that they can
keep within the limits set by Allah.
Such are the bounds of Allah. He
makes them plain to men of
understanding.
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2:231 When you have divorced your wives
and they have reached the end of their
waiting period, either retain them in
honour or let them go with kindness.
But you shall not retain them in order
to harm them or to wrong them.
Whoever does this wrongs his own
soul. Do not make fun of Allah's
revelations. Remember the favours He
has bestowed upon you, and the Book
and the wisdom which He has revealed
for your instruction. Fear Allah and
know that He has knowledge of all
things.
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2:232 If a man has divorced his wife and she
has reached the end of her waiting
period, do not prevent her from
remarrying her husband if they have
come to an honourable agreement.
This is enjoined on every one of you
who believes in Allah and the Last
Day; it is more honourable for you and
more chaste. Allah knows, but you do
not.
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2:233 Mothers shall give suck to their

children for two whole years for him

who wishes the sucking to be
completed. They must be maintained

and clothed in a reasonable manner by €
the father of the child. None should be
charged with more than one can bear.
A mother should not be allowed to
suffer on account of her child, nor
should a father on account of his child.
The same duties devolve upon the
father's heir. But if, after consultation,
they choose by mutual consent to
wean the child, they shall incur no guilt.
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Nor shall it be any offence for you if
you prefer to have a nurse for your
children, provided that you pay her
what you promise, according to usage.
Have fear of Allah and know that He is
cognizant of all your actions.
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2:234 And those of you who die and leave
wives behind, such wives should keep
in waiting for four months and ten days
after their husband's death. When they
have reached the end of their waiting
period, it shall be no offence for you to
let them do whatever they choose for
themselves, provided that it is lawful.
Allah is cognizant of what you do.
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2:235 It shall be no offence for you openly to
propose marriage indirectly to such
women or to cherish them in your
hearts. Allah knows that you will
remember them. Do not arrange to
meet them in secret and, if you do,
speak to them honourably. But you
shall not consummate the marriage
before the end of their waiting period.
Know that Allah has knowledge of all
your thoughts. Therefore take heed

and bear in mind that Allah is Forgiving
and Merciful.
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2:236 It shall be no offence for you to divorce
your wives before the marriage is
consummated or the dowry settled.
Provide for them with fairness; the rich
man according to his means, and the
poor man according to his. This is
binding on righteous men.
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2:237 If you divorce them before the
marriage is consummated but after
their dowry has been settled, give them
half of their dowry, unless they or the
man in whose hand is the marriage tie
agree to forgo it. But it is more pious
that he should forgo it. Do not forget to
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show kindness to each other. Allah
observes your actions.
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2:238 Attend regularly to your prayers,
including the middle prayer, and stand
up with all devotion before Allah.
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2:239 When you are exposed to danger, pray
on foot or while riding; and when you

are restored to safety remember Allah,
as He has taught you what you did not
know.
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2:240 Those who die and leave women
behind should bequeath to them a
year's maintenance without causing
them to leave their homes; but if they
leave of their own accord, no blame
shall be attached to you for any
legitimate course they may deem fit to
pursue. Allah is Mighty and Wise.
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2:241 Reasonable provision should also be
made for divorced women. That is
incumbent on righteous men.
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2:242 Thus Allah makes known to you His
revelations that you may understand.
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2:243 Have you not considered those that
fled the country in thousands for fear of
death? Allah said to them: "You shall
perish,’ and then He brought them
back to life. Surely Allah is bountiful to
mankind, but most men do not give

thanks.
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2:244 Fight for the cause of Allah and bear in
mind that He hears all and knows all.
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2:245 Who will grant Allah a generous loan?
He will repay him many times over. It is
Allah who enriches and makes poor.
To Him you shall all return.

O D50 (G e Pl ) 5
Bl W ol agd ol 1518 3 Lush s
b ke . ey yaaa § - gl
&_gsule{.g.msdcxd\_ﬁ g\_md:\;u‘ﬁdgu.\
ViU L )08 = HE YT gl Kl
Gobs e BR AN 35 4l o 4 i
Y s oG agle o L
Crallally e 457 245 Sl
2:246 Have you not thought of what the
leaders of the Children of Israel
demanded of one of their prophets
after the death of Musa? "Raise up for
us a king,' they said, “and we will fight
for the cause of Allah." He replied:

"What if you refuse to fight, when
ordered so to do?' "Why should we
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refuse to fight for the cause of Allah,'
they replied, 'when we and all our
children have been driven from our
dwellings?' But when (at last) they
were ordered to fight, they all refused,
except a few of them. Allah knows the
evil-doers. G
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2:247 Their prophet said to them: “Allah has
raised Saul to be your king. But they
replied: 'Should he be given the e
kingship, when we are more deserving

of it than he? Besides, he is not rich at
all." He said: 'Allah has chosen him to
rule over you and made him grow in
wisdom and in stature. Allah gives His
sovereignty to whom He will. He is
Munificent and All-knowing
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2:248 Their prophet also said to them: "The
advent of the Ark shall be the portentof
his reign. Therein shall be tranquillity
from your Lord, and the relics which
the House of Musa and the House of
Harun left behind. It will be borne by
the angels. That will be a sign for you,
if you are true believers.
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2:249 And when Saul marched out with his
army, he said: "Allah will put you to the
proof at a certain river. He that drinks
from it shall cease to be one of my
followers, but he that does not drink
from it shall be among my followers
except he who takes a handful from it
in his hand.' But they all drank from it,
except a few of them. And when Saul e
had crossed the river with those who
shared his faith, they said: “We have
no power this day against Goliath and
his warriors. But those of them who
believed that they would meet Allah
(on Judgement-day) replied: 'Many a
small band has, by Allah's grace,
vanquished a mighty army. Allah is
with the steadfast.'

Part-2



[65]

2:251

"Al-Baqgara"

|8 aasidy Eugllal 1555 Wl

Galddl &gy 1pna Wk é }T iy
G AN o5 e Gl

\
g 2:250 When they met Goliath and his

warriors, they cried: 'Lord, fill our
hearts with steadfastness. Make us
firm of foot and help us against the
unbelievers.
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By Allah's will, they routed them.
Dawud slew Goliath, and Allah
bestowed on him sovereignty and
wisdom and taught him what He
pleased. Had Allah not defeated some
by the might of others, the earth would
have been utterly corrupted. But Allah
is bountiful to His creatures.
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2:252 Such are the revelations of Allah. We

s recite them to you in all truth, for you
9 are one of Our messengers. €
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Historic Background
Surah Al-Baqarah

Ayahs Revelation Place
286 Madinah

9 Name

Why the name Al-Baqarah?

Al-Baqarah (the Cow) has been so named
from the story of the Cow occurring in this
Surah . It has not, however, been used as a
title to indicate the subject of the Surah. It
will, therefore, be as wrong to translate the
name Al-Bagarah into "The Cow" or "The
Heifer" as to translate any English name, say
Mr. Baker, Mr. Rice, Mr. Wolf etc, into their
equivalents in other languages or vice versa,
because this would imply that the Surah dealt
3. with the subject of "The Cow". Many more .e
Surahs of the Quran have been named in the
same way because no comprehensive words
exist in Arabic (in spite of its richness) to
denote the wide scope of the subject
discussed in them. As a matter of fact all
human languages suffer from the same

(Q‘@ limitation.
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Though it is aMadaniSurah, it follows naturally
a Makki Surah Al- Fatihah, which ended with
the prayer: "Show us the straight way." It
begins with the answer to that prayer, "This is
¢ the Book (that)...is guidance..."The greater part
9. of Al-Bagarah was revealed during the first €

two years of the Holy Prophet's life at Al-
Madinah. The smaller part which was revealed
at a later period has been included in this
Surah because its contents are closely related
to those dealt with in this Surah. For instance,
the verses prohibiting interest were revealed
during the last period of the Holy prophet's
life but have been inserted in this Surah. For
the same reason, the last verses (284-286) of
this Surah which were revealed at Makkah
before the migration of to Al-Madinah have
also been included in it.

Historical Background: in order to
understand the meaning of this Surah, we should
know its historical background:At Makkah the
Quran generally addressed the mushrik Quraish
who were ignorant of Islam, but at Al-Madinah it
was

also concerned with the Jews who were
acquainted with the creed of the Unity of
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the law which was revealed by Allah to their
Prophet Moses (may Allah bless him and
grant him peace), and in principle, their way
was the same (Islam) that was being taught by
Prophet Muhammad (may Allah bless him
and grant him peace). But they had strayed
away from it during the centuries of
degeneration and had adopted many un- €
Islamic creeds, rites and customs of which
there was no mention and for which there
was no sanction in the Torah. Not only this :
they had tampered with the Torah by
inserting their own explanations and
interpretations into its text. They had
distorted even that part of the Word of God
which had remained intact in their Scriptures
and taken out of it the real spirit of true
religion and were now clinging to a lifeless
frame of rituals. Consequently their beliefs,
their morals and their conduct had gone to
the lowest depths of degeneration. The pity is
that they were not only satisfied with their

3 condition but loved to cling to it. Besides this, e
they had no intention or inclination to accept
any kind of reform. So they became bitter
enemies of those who came to teach them
the Right Way and did their worst to defeat

every such effort. Though they were originally
Muslims, they had swerved from the real
Islam and made innovations and alterations in
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it and had fallen victims to hair splitting and
sectarianism. They had forgotten and
forsaken Allah and begun to serve mammon.
So much so that they had even given up their
original name "Muslim" and adopted the
name "Jew" instead, and made religion the
¥ sole monopoly of the children of Israel.This
9. was their religious condition when went to Al- €

Madinah and invited the Jews to the true
religion. That is why more than one third of
this Surah has been addressed to the children
of Israel. A critical review of their history, their
moral degeneration and their religious
perversions has been made; side by side with
this the high standard of morality and the
fundamental principles of the pure religion
have been put forward in order to bring out
clearly the nature of the degeneration of the
community of a prophet when it goes astray
and to draw clear lines of demarcation
between real piety and formalism, and the

essentials and non-essentials of the true
5 religion.At Makkah Islam was mainly
concerned with the propagation of its
fundamental principles and the moral training
of its followers. But after the migration to Al-
Madinah, where Muslims had come to settle
from all over Arabia and where a tiny Islamic
State had been set up with the help of the
Ansar (local supporters), naturally the Quran
~ had to turn its attention to the social, cultural,
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economic, political and legal problems as
well. This accounts for the difference between
the themes of the surahs revealed at Makkah
and those at Al-Madinah. Accordingly about
half of this Surah deals with those principles
and regulations which are essential for the
integration and solidarity of a community and
for the solution of its problems.After the €
migration to Al-Madinah, the struggle
between Islam and un-Islam had also entered
a new phase. Before this the Believers, who
propagated Islam among their own clans and
tribes, had to face its opponents at their own
risk. But the conditions had changed at Al-
Madinah, where Muslims from all parts of
Arabia had come and settled as one
community, and had established an
independent city state. Here it became a
struggle for the' survival of the Community
itself, for the whole of non- Muslim Arabia
was bent upon and united in crushing it
totally. Hence the following instructions, upon

3 which depended not only its success but its e
very survival, were revealed in this Surah :-The
Community should work

with the utmost zeal to propagate its
ideology and win over to its side the greatest
possible number of peoplelt should so
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they were adhering to an absolutely wrong
position.It should infuse in it's members (the
majority of whom were homeless and
indigent and surrounded on all sides by
enemies) that courage and fortitude which is
so indispensable to their very existence in the
adverse circumstances in which they were
struggling and to prepare them to face these €
boldly.It should also keep them ready and
prepared to meet any armed menace, which
might come from any side to suppress and
crush their ideology, and to oppose it tooth
and nail without minding the overwhelming
numerical strength and the material resources
of its enemies It should also create in them
that courage which is needed for the
eradication of evil ways and for the
establishment of the Islamic Way instead.That
is why Allah has revealed in this Surah such
instructions as may help achieve all the above
mentioned objects.During this period a new type
of'Muslims," mundfigin (hypocrites), had begun to
appear. Though signs of duplicity had been
noticed during the last days at Makkah, they
took a different shape at Al-Madinah. At
Makkah there were some people who
professed Islam to be true but were not
prepared to abide by the consequences of
this profession and to sacrifice their worldly
interests and relations and bear the afflictions
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creed. But at Al-Madinah different kinds
of munafigin (hypocrites) began to appear.
There were some who had entered the Islamic
fold merely to harm it from within. There were
others who were surrounded by Muslims and,
therefore, had become "Muslims" to
¥ safeguard their worldly interests. They,
9. therefore, continued to have relations with €

the enemies so that if the latter became
successful, their interests should remain
secure. There were still others who had no
strong conviction of the truth of Islam but
had embraced it along with their clans. Lastly,
there were those who were intellectually
convinced of the truth of Islam but did not
have enough moral courage to give up their
former traditions, superstitions and personal
ambitions and live up to the Islamic moral
standards and make sacrifice in its way.At the
time of the revelation of Al-Bagarah, all sorts
of hypocrites had begun to appear. Allah has,

therefore,  briefly pointed out their
3 characteristics here. Afterwards when their evil
characteristics and mischievous deeds became
manifest, Allah sent detailed instructions
about them.

Theme: Guidance:This Surah is an
invitation to the Divine Guidance and all the
stories, incidents etc, revolve round this
central theme. As this Surah has particularly
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been addressed to the Jews, many historical
events have been cited from their own
traditions to admonish and advise them that
their own good lies in accepting the Guidance
revealed to They should, therefore, be the first
to accept it because it was basically the same
¥ that was revealed to Prophet Moses (may
9. Allah bless him and grant him peace). €

Topics and their Interconnection

These introductory verses declare the Quran
to be the Book of Guidance : enunciate the
articles of the Faith belief in Allah, Prophethood and
Life-after-death; divide mankind into three
main groups with regard to its acceptance or
rejection -- Believers, disbelievers and
hypocrites. 1 — 20 Allah invites mankind to
accept the Guidance voluntarily and to submit
to Him, the Lord and the Creator of the
Universe and to believe in the Quran, His
Guidance, and in the Life-after-death. 21 - 29
The story of the appointment of Adam as
3' Allah's Vicegerent on Earth, of his life in the -€
Garden, of his falling a prey to the
temptations of Satan, of his repentance and
its acceptance, has been

related to show to mankind (Adam's
offspring), that the only right thing for them is
to accept and follow the Guidance. This story
also shows that the Guidance of Islam is the
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same that was given to Adam and that it is
the original religion of mankind. 30 - 39 In
this portion invitation to the Guidance has
particularly been extended to the children of
Israel and their past and present attitude has
been criticized to show that the cause of their
degradation was their deviation from the
Guidance.40 - 120 The Jews have been €
exhorted to follow Prophet Muhammad (may
Allah bless him and grant him peace)) who
had come with the same Guidance and who
was a descendant and follower of Prophet
Abraham whom they highly honoured as their
ancestor, and professed to follow as a
prophet. The story of the building of the
Ka\'abah by him has been mentioned because
it was going to be made the giblah of the Muslim
Community. 121 - 141 In this portion, the
declaration of the change of giblah from the
Temple (Jerusalem) to the Ka\'abah (Makkah)
has been made as a symbol of the change of
leadership from the children of Israel to the

3 Muslim Community, which has also been e
fore-warned to guard against those
transgressions against the Guidance that had
led to the deposition of the Jews.142 — 152

In this portion practical measures have been
prescribed to enable the Muslims to
discharge the heawy responsibilities of the
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for the promulgation of Guidance. Salat, Fast,
Zakat, Haj and Jihad have been prescribed for
the moral training of the Ummat. The
Believers have been exhorted to obey
authority, to be just, to fulfill pledges, to
observe treaties, to spend wealth etc., in the
way of Allah. Laws, rules and regulations have
been laid down for their organization, €
cohesion and conduct of day-to-day life and
for the solution of social, economic, political
and international problems; on the other
hand, drinking, gambling, lending money on
interest etc., have been prohibited to keep
the Ummat safe  from  disintegration. In
between these, the basic articles of the Faith
have been reiterated at suitable places, for
these alone can enable and support one to
stick to the Guidance. 153 - 251These verses
serve as an introduction to the prohibition of
lending money on interest. The true
conception of Allah, Revelation and Life-after-
death has been emphasized to keep alive the

3 sense of accountability. The stories of Prophet e
Abraham (may Allah bless him and grant him
peace)) and of the one who woke up after a
sleep of hundred years have been related to

show that Allah is All-Powerful and is able to
raise the dead and call them to account. The
Believers, therefore, should keep this fact in
view and refrain from taking interest on
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money. 252 - 260 The theme of 153 -
251 has been resumed and the Believers have
been exhorted to spend in the way of Allah in
order to please Him alone. In contrast to this,
they have been warned against the evils of
lending money on interest. Instructions have
also been given for the honest conduct of
9. day-to-day business transactions. 261 - 283 G

The basic articles of the Faith have been
recapitulated here at the end of the Surah,
just as they were enunciated at its beginning.
Then the Surah ends with a prayer which the
Muslim Community needed very much at that
time when they were encountering untold
hardships in the propagation of the
Guidance. 284 - 286




